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Château Laville Haut-Brion
1999
Château La Mission Haut-Brion’s tasting notes :

One is first struck by the color of this wine and its complex aromas. Its hue is a
lovely and bright pale greenish yellow, which prepares one for a nose of intensely
aromatic freshness. But the wine gradually reveals a bouquet that is astonishing in
its complexity. On the initial attack, the familiar muskiness of Sauvignon is fully
expressed, but this gives way to a touch of anise and opens up to a panoply of
exotic fruit flavors like mango and kiwi. And then this first impression fades
away, allowing the Sémillon to shine through, with layers of beeswax, incense and
honey. The entire impact is lively, complex and very long on the finish.

Weather conditions

Sum of temperatures : 3495 °C
Rain : 567 mm
Days where temperature above 30 °C : 19

Harvest : from 30/08/1999 to 24/09/1999

Current vintage notes

The last year of the millennium will be remembered for several extraordinary
meteorological events. First came the eclipse of the sun on August 11th. The
second phenomena consisted of two extremely violent storms that struck the
Sud-Ouest. One came on August 7th and was severe but short lived and the
second struck on December 27th with an unprecedented violence. It lasted from
sundown until the wee hours of the morning with the hiatus being between 8PM to
10PM. It wreaked havoc on the entire region. Ultimately, 1999 was a relatively
hot year and 2% warmer than the mean temperatures recorded during the past
forty years. This is a considerable difference. For the most part the year will go
down as one with brutal climactic events. July was dry with the exception of three
days of violent storms. In a few hours the rainfall surpassed 35% of the usual July
precipitation. The rain continued at the beginning of August but the weather
changed abruptly at the time of the eclipse on August 11th. For one month not a
drop fell. September 20th suddenly torrential rain returned spilling 79 millimetres
in one day, a quota that entailed 125% of the usual rainfall for the entire month of
September.

 


